INFORMATION SHEET 1.1.5

NAVY COLLEGE PROGRAM

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1.  What is the Navy College Program (NCP)?

The Navy College Program is the Navy’s voluntary education program that encourages every Sailor to obtain a college degree during a Naval career. 

2.  Do I have to participate in the Navy College Program?

No, participation is voluntary.  Sailor's can get involved when they are ready and proceed at their own pace.

3.  How long will it take me to get a college degree in NCP? 

Degree requirements vary.  Visit your local Navy College Office to discuss your specific degree plans.

4.  How does this differ from Navy Campus?

Navy Campus is now called the Navy College Office, a component of the Navy College Program, offering academic advise and assistance in helping you obtain your educational goal.

5.  Am I required to get a degree that is related to my rating, or may I get a degree under NCP in anything I want?
Individuals are not required to pursue degrees that coincide with their Navy rating.  Part of the emphasis of NCP is to enhance your opportunities and the process of obtaining degrees.

6.  Why does the Navy support such a program?

To further assist Sailors in pursuing voluntary education by providing a clear and easily understood path from associate degree on up and through bachelors degree. 

7.  How does this affect the courses I’ve already taken?

Navy College Program doesn’t affect courses you have completed. 

8.  I’m a Chief Petty Officer.  How do I find out how many 

college credits my Navy Training “A” and “C” schools, etc., are worth?  

The Sailor/Marine American Council on Education Registry Transcript (SMART) is available which lists recommended credit for military occupational training and experience. Access your SMART from the Web at https://www.navycollege.navy.mil or https://smart.cnet.navy.mil.  

9.  How do I get college credit?

The college or university will determine how many of your courses will be accepted for your selected degree.  To have a SMART transcript sent to the school(s) of choice you need to submit your request, in writing, to the Navy College Center or check with the Navy College Office near you for details.  You may also print out the request form on-line and fax or mail it to the Navy College Center.  Visit our web site at https://www.navycollege.navy.mil or https://smart.cnet.navy.mil.
10.  Is there any type of service commitment that comes with the program upon completion?
Navy College Program encompasses all off-duty voluntary education programs. Enlisted members do not incur any service commitment.  Officers using Tuition Assistance do incur a commitment.

11.  Will I be able to take courses through correspondence?  

Yes. Correspondence courses may be funded with Tuition Assistance.  Contact your Navy College Office for details. 

12.  From what school will I actually obtain my degree?  

Navy College Offices have professional academic advisors who will assist you with planning your degree program and selecting the appropriate institution.

NAVY COLLEGE CENTER

1.  With whom will I be speaking when I call the toll-free number, and who will be answering my e-mails?

The Navy College Center and Navy College Offices have trained and experienced staff to answer your questions and e-mails.

GENERAL FAQ’S

1.  If I am on deployment can I still be enrolled in the same school, or do I need to transfer?  

Yes you may stay enrolled in your school.

Plus, courses and degree programs are available, regardless of duty assignment.  The Navy College Program for Afloat College Education (NCPACE) is available while deployed aboard a ship.  You do not have to transfer schools to participate in NCPACE.  Please see a Navy College counselor to see how NCPACE courses might fit into your degree program.

Are there colleges overseas?

Accredited college programs also exist at selected overseas sites.

2.  How much will a four-year degree help my Navy career?

Education enhances your career progression.  See your Navy Career Counselor for further information.

3.  Does my degree have to be in the same field as my rate?
No.  

4.  I already have a four-year degree.  Can I use credits awarded for my rate to get another degree, or a master's degree?

There are many options for pursuing another degree.  Contact your nearest Navy College Office for further information. 

5.  Is this program available to officers who want to pursue a master's degree?

Yes. All service members are eligible to receive services provided by the Navy College Offices.  Graduate degrees are available both at Naval installations and through distance learning. Your local Navy College Office can provide you with information about on-base and local programs as well as distance learning opportunities. For distance learning programs you may also check the DANTES Web site at http://www.dantes.doded.mil or use the link at the Navy College Web site at https://www.navycollege.navy.mil. 

6.  How long do I have to complete a degree program?  Is there a certain GPA that I must maintain?
Most graduate degree programs must be completed in five to seven years and most programs require that you maintain a “B” average to be making satisfactory progress toward degree completion.  There is no single, absolute answer to the question, however.  You need to check with the institution offering the degree for a definitive answer.

7.  I do not feel that I am quite prepared for college courses.  Are there any types of prep classes?  

The Navy College program offers college prep courses through its Navy College Learning Centers (NCLCs).  These courses are computer based and self-paced.  The real advantage is that they are free and since each center has a facilitator on duty, you get the advantage of personal help when needed. There are about 30 NCLCs.  Some Navy College offices also offer instructor-led programs.  NCPACE aboard ship has the same courses.  Local institutions will also have prep courses but at a cost.

8.  Is there a GED program too?

Yes, high school completion options remain a part of the overall Navy College Program.  Visit a Navy College Office to take advantage of this free service.

9.  What is a roadmap? 
A roadmap outlines recommended college credit earned from Navy training, qualifications and on–the-job experience during a Naval career. It is rating specific and details both initial and follow-on training for the rate as well as recommended credit for each pay grade, for example MS3, MS2, MS1 etc.     

10.  How and when do I obtain a copy of my rating roadmap?

Rating roadmaps are located on the NCP Web site at https://www.navycollege.navy.mil.  You can also get a copy at your local Navy College Office.

